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A Preface to the Reader. 


I is ſufficiently known, how the Presbyterian 
Party, in this Nation, having by the help ot 
the ( ovenant , and force of Ames , rooted out 
(as they chought) Epiſcopal or Prelatical Govern- 
ment, Eſtabliſhed by the Known Laws of the 
Land, loon found * ſupplanted in their 
new intended Uniformity (preſſed on all men with 
a moſt zealous Rigour) by their younger Brother, 
Independency : which under the imooth ptetenſi- 
ons of Liberty of (onſcience , and Toleration, 
threatned Presbytery with the lame deſtruction. 
Hereupon the Presbyrerian Miniſters of London, 
meeting at Sion Colledge , drew up this enſuing 
Letter to the Aſſembly, convened at Weſtmin- 
ſter, to polſeſs them with the unlawtulneis of 
Liberty of Conſcience aud Toleration ; eſpecially 
aiming at Independency , their teared Rival. Bur 
the Intelligent Reader will eaſily diſcern how 
their own Arguments recoil upon themlelves. 
How dangerous and wicked it is in their Judge- 
A 2 ment 


To the Reader, 


ment to Tolerate, (much more to perpetuate by 
a ſtanding Law) Schiſm in the Church, whe- 
ther of Presbytety, or Independency , of which 
they are ſo equally guilty, that it will be very diffi- 
cult, if not impoſſible, for an impartial under- 
ſanding, to condemn the one, and to acquit 
the other: Yea, it will appear by their own Kea- 
fons here alledged , how neceſlary it is to the preſer- 
vation of Truth and Peace, that an lin form Obe- 
dience be yielded to one and the ſame eftabliſhed 
Rule of Eccleſiaſtical Polity , leſt otherwiſe the 
people be ſeduced and drawn away from our Con- 
gregations 3 the Godly, Paintul, Orthodox, and 
Conformable Clergy be diſcouraged; all forts of Se- 
fAlaries emboldened to deſite, — endeavour the like 
Indulgence ; the Civil State, by endleſs Diviſions, 
weakened ; and the Church firſt diſtracted, and 
at laſt deſtroyed, The Ged of Peace and Truth 
grant us a right underſtanding in all things. Amen. 
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To our Reverend, Learned and 
Rel ion! — the Prolecutor, and 
eſt of the Divines Aſſembled, "cd 
uting at Weſtminſter, by Autho- 

= = Parliament : Theſe preſent. 


Reverend and Beloved Brethren, 


E are exc apprehenſive of 
the CE aTY cvper Churches 
Peace, and of the pleaſantneſs of 
Brethrens Unity, knowing that when Peace 
is ſet upon its proper Baſis, viz, Righteoul- 
neſs and Truch, it is one of the bell 
both delectableand proficable; like A«ro0ns Oint- 
ment, and the dew of Hermes, lt is true, by rea- 
ſon — —— different ſighes among 
Brethren, in Opinion 
yer, (4) — 12 — . fem Wh is the 
— — 3 — Coat — 
may be of divers co yet, r 
—— rent inn Have we not a — 
ſtone of Truth, the good Word of God 3 and dur Church- 
when all things are AY Ys * 
3 


(2) 

then that which is beſt may be held faſt ; but 

firſt they muſt be known, and then examined 

afterward, If our diſſenting Brethren after ſo 

many importunate intreaties , would have 

been petſwaded (either in zeal to the Truth, 

or in ſincere love to the Churches peace and 

unity among Brethren , or in reſpeR to 

their own reputation by fair and ingenucus 

Gene Miri dealing, or (6) in conſcience to their promiſe 
ters of this Per made with the Miniſter; of London, new five 
pon mote #s gears ſince , or any ſuch like reaſonable 
ths, $4... conſideration) at laſt to have given us a full 
pions, Dow es, Narrative of their Opinions 5 and Grounds 
-4 Oats of Ca. Of their Separation , we are perſwaded they 
anical Obe'i- would not have ſtood at ſuch a diſtance from 


e c tother re us, as now they do : Bur choſe rather 
Decca to walk by their own private ighrs, than to 
178. unboſome themſelves to us their moſt affe- 


ctionate Brethren 3 and to ſet themſclves in 

an untrodden way of their own , rather 

(ec) Shew vs the than to wait what our Covenanted Refor- 
example ot oe mation, according to the Word of God, 
— ormed and (c) examples of the Beſt Reformed 

hurch, which 

owe! her AI- Churches, would bring forth. But the offence 
nitters Liberty not end here, it 1s much that our Bre- 
rotrouſe her thren ſhould ſeparate from the Church, but 
Fi blifhed Rires that they ſhould cadcavour 4) te get 4 War- 
tenen er rant te authorize their Separation from it, 
(4 1 PU” and to have liberty (by drawing Members 
Delionand En. . of #) to weaken and diminiſh it , 1il (ſo 
demgoratthis Jar «1 lies in them) they have brought it to ne- 
time. thing ; this we think is be plainly ana 
yet 


| 
| 


— — AN, oe 


yet this we underfland i their preſent deſign 
and endeavour, Wherefore (Reverend Bre- 
thren) having had ſuch large experience of 

our zeal of Geds glory, your care of his af- 
bicted Church, earneſt endeavours to 
promote the compleat Reformation of ir, and 
of your ready concurrence with us in the 
improvement of any means that might be 
found conducible to this end ; we are bold 
to hint unto you theſe our enſuing Reaſons 
- wn" the Toleration of Independency in this 
Church, 

. The deſires and endeavours of Indepen- 
dents for a Toleration, are at this time ex- 
tre amly unſeaſonable and przproperous : tor, 

1, The — of Religion is not et 

reed and ſetled among us, according” to 
— Covenant. And why may not ray Re- 
formation be raiſed up at laſt ro ſuch purity 
and perfection, that truly tender Conſciences 
may reccive abundant ſatisſaction for ought 
that yet appears? 

2. It is not yet known what the Govern- 
ment of the Independents is, neither would 
they ever yet vouchſafe to let the world know 
what they bold in that point, though ſome of 
their party have been too forward to chal- 
lenge the London Petitioners as led with blind 
obedience, and pinning their | ſauls pen the 
Prieſts ſleeve, for defiring an cltableſhmene of 
the Government of Chriſt, before there was 
any model of it extant. 

3. We 


3. We can hes bardly be perſwaded, that 
— Ind:pendents the ER all the 
(fy The Proby-fiirres they have made amongſt us) (e) are 45 
— ( — yet fully reſolvid about their own way wherewith 
oicen prefied they would be concluded , ſeeing they publiſh 
un, ot te de (wg oy wk 
in liſhi things) 
— a — ow, Js new Li = for which 
cluded, how fart they will (no doubt expect the like Tolera- 
they mean to tion, and ſo in infiairew, It were more ſea- 
get and where ſonable to move for Tolcration when once they 
ro ſtay in are poſrtively determined how farr they mean 
— delires of ge, and where they mean to ſtay. 
oleration ot bo dns cntandr 
Condeſcention. . ir Genres VOUrsS are unrea- 
ſonable and unequal in divers regards, 
1, Partly becauſe no ſuch Tolcration hath 
hitherto been eſtabliſhed (ſo far as we know) 
in any Chriſtian State by the Civil Magi- 


ſtrate. 

(/) 1's notori- 2.(f) Partly becauſe ſome of them have ſolemn- 
— ly — , * they — ſuffer Prerbytery ; 
— — Tole, d werable bereants ,is their prattice in 
rate Epiſcopacy. thoſe places where Independency prevails. 

(ec) To grant 3- And partly becauſe g) grant #8 den 
Indulgence unto 4nd not ts other Setaries who are free born 4 
a few, would of- well as they, and have done a1 good ſervice as 
fend many more hey te che publick (as they uſe to plead) will 
ot all parties. þ, counted injuſtice and great paritality ; but 


2 = to grant it unto all, will ſcarce be cleared from 


all other Secta- treat umpicty. 


ries, delire the ſame favour in caſe they provide Readers or 52 
= 


(5) 


III. Independenty i Schiſm, for, 
I, do depart from our 
Churches, being true Churches, and ſo acknow- 
ledged by themſelves. (b) Ye already 
2. They draw and ſeduce our Members from ond (in cafe 


Tolerati 
our Congreg ations, be granced) will 


draw our Members from our Congregations, which ye acknows- 
edge true Churches. 


3. (i) They ered? ſeparate Congregations under ( Ve do in ef- 
4 ſeparate and undiſcovered Government. tet 8 up ſeps- 
4. (% They refuſe Communion with our Churches. 


(&) Yereceive 
Churches in the Sacraments, not the Sacrs- 


ment (except ſore few in our Churches, but at private Meetings. 


5. Their Miniſters refuſe to preach among 
us as Officers. 

6, Their Members, if at any time they 
Hyn with us in hearing the Word and Prayer, 
yer they do it not as with the Miniſterial 
Word and Prayer, nor as acts of Church- 
Communion, 


(1) Now we judge that no Schiſm is to le Tale-¶ No Schiſm is 
rated in the Church, . C. 1. 10. be Tolersted, 
1 Cor. 12. 25. f ee Rem. 6, 17, with , Brant. But 


Presbyrery i 
t Cor, 3. 3. Cal. 5, 20, Schiſm * 


much zx Independency was by you declared to be then : Wherefore, 
according to your own grounds, it is not to be Tolerated. 


* Schiſar, f Dei. 
B IV, Many 


(6) 


(»)Should Pic IV. (m) Many miſchieſ will inevitably 
bytery be Tole- follow upon this — and that both to 
rated, it would Church and Common-wealth, 


produce all the 

very ſame evils in Church and State, you aficm Independency (if To- 
lerared ) uon bare done; and che ſame reaſons ſtrongly prove, thee 
as Iacependency Was nor, fo Þr erb) rery 15 not to be T. eraced. 


Firſt, to the Church, as, 

1, Canſcleſs ae revolts from our Mi- 
viſtry and Congregations, 

2, Our peoples mindes will be troubled, 
ind in danger te be ſabveried, as Ads 
15. 24. 

A Bitter heart-burnings ameng Brethres 
will be femented and perpetuated ts pe- 
fterity, 

4. The Godly, Painfel, and 1 Mi- 
miſtry will be diſcouraged, and deſpiſed. 

1 The life — 725 of toe will 
be eaten out by frivolow Diſputes, and vain 
Fanglings. 

6. 7 be whole courſe of _ in private 
Families will be interrupied , and wnder- 
mined, 

7. Riciprecal Duties between perſons 
neareſt and deareſt Relations, will be extre 
violated. e | 

8, The whole work of Reformation,eſpecially in 
Diſcipline and Government will be retarded, 
difturbed, and in danger of being made utter 
froftrate and woid , whilſt every perſon (ba 
bave liberty pen every trivial diſcontent 2 
Frei- 


(7) 


Pretbyterial Government and Churches, tore- 
volt from us, and lift themſelves in ſeparated 
Congregations, 

9. All ether Sets and Hereſtes in the King- 
dom will be encouraged to endeavour the like Te- 
leration, 

10. All other Sefts and Hereſtes in the King- 
dom will ſafeguard and jbelier themſelves an- 
der the wings of | ney , and ſome of 
the Independents in their Books have openty 
avowed, that they plead for Liberty of Conſct- 
ence as well for others, 4 for themſelver, 

11, And the while Church of England is 
ſhore tine will be ſwallowed up ditra- 
Mien and confuſion, And God is not the A- 
thewr of contuſion, but of peace, 1 Corinth, 


14. $3- 


Secondly, To the Common-wealth, For, 
1. All theſe miſchiefs ts the Charch will bave 
their proportion able influence upon the Com- 
mon-wealth. 
2. The Kingdome will be wofully weakened 
Scandals and Diviſions ; ſo that the enemies 
tt, both Domeſtical and Forreign , will be 
encouragtd ts plot and pratiice againſt it, 
3. 1t is much tobe doubted, left the Power 
2 Magiſtrate, ſhould not only be weakened, 
even witerly overibrown , confidering the 
principles and pratticer of , 1+ 
geiber with their compliance with other Sedta- 
ries, ſufficiently known 1 ar" 
2 V. 


(B) 


V. Such a Toleration is nm Lage an 
and inconſiſtent with that Solcmn and 
Covenant , for Reformation and Defence of 
Religion, which not only both Houſes f 
Parliament, but alſo petſom of all ſorts in 
both Kingdomes of Enrland and Scotland, 
have ſubſcribed, and with hands lifted up to 
the moſt High God, have ſworn: Which 
Covenant likewiſe, both you, and we, and 
thoſe that moſt carneſtly purſue the eſtab- 
liſhment of this Toleration, have made, (or 
ſhould have made) in the preſence of AL 
mighty God; the ſearcher of all bearts, with 4 
tree intention is perform the ſame, as we ſhall 
anſwer at that great 7 when the ſecrers of all 
bearts ſhall be diſcloſed, For, 


1. This & oppoſite te the Reformation of Er- 
ligion, according te the Word of God, and 
the example of the beſt Rrformed Churcher, 


Article 1. 


(=) The Tolera- 3. (#) Ir is deftruRive to the rte King? 

tin of Predby- demt neareſt conjunttion and uniformity in 

wy no leſs de Religion and Government , which might lead 

— to he and our Poſterity after u Brethren te live 
junction and , 

Uniformity of Faul and Love, Art, 1, 

the three Kingdoms, then Indepzadency. 


3. ii 


(9) | 


3. (e) H plainly contrary ts that extirpa- (+) Secing Pref- 
tlew of Schiſm, and whatſoever ſball be found V'*'Y — 
centræry te ſound Deftrine , and the power Hera 1 _—_ 
Godlineſs \, which we bave ſwtrn ſincerely,” — — 
really , and conflanily ts endeayour without I ehe nde 
reſprtt of perſons. Att. 2. „on Preſ- 

byterv, why 90 
ve now, inflead of extirretion , deſire the Toleratton of ir, contrary 
to vour Conran 7 


4. (p) Hereby we ſhall be involved in the 's) Tolerat „n 
gulli of other mens Hint, and ther thy be endan- = Schiſmn ren 


| dererh Mag * 
gered o receive of their plagues, Art 2, ſtrates and Mu- 


fers iccefliry to the Errors, Sins, and Destruction of Secuced and 
Deluded people. 


5. It ſeems utterly impoſſible (if ſuch a 
Toleration ſhould be granted) that the Lord 
ſhould be one , and bis name one in the three 
Kingdoms, Art. 2. 
6, This will papably binder the Riformation 
Religions , incuitably divide one Kingdome 
om another, and enbappily make Faitions and 
Parties among the people contrary to this League 
and Covenant ;, of whichevil Ochces, whoto- 
ever ſhall be found guilty, ate reputed in the 
words of the Covenant, (q) Incendiaries, M- (7) The Taler. 
_—_ or evil Inflraments, is be diſcovered, 0 _—_— 
that they may be brought te publick try, and —_— 9 — 
recti ve condigne puniſhment, Art. 4. and 5, mes canſert 
Factiots and Parties amor g the people. Let us have # care we be 
not [ncrndiarics, of evil Infftranuntsi tor Sacrileginn Spirits to work by, 
ill affected as well to Peter as Epiſcopacy. 


(10) 


Theſe are ſome of the many ening. 
ons which make deep impr upon our 
Spirirs againſt that great Diana of /ndepen- 
ents , and all che Series ſo much cryed up 
by them in thele diſtradted times, wiz, 4 To 
leration , « Toleration, Aud however, none 
ſhould have more te joyced then our ſelves in 
the eſtabliſhment of a Brotherly , Peaccable, 
and Chriſtian Accommodation : yet this be- 
ing utterly te jected by them, we cannot diſ- 
ſemble how upon the ſote- mentioned grounds, 
we deteſt and abhor the much endeavoured 
Tolcration, Our bowels, our bowels, are ſtir- 
red within us, and we could even drown cur 
ſclves in rears, when we call ro minde how 
long and ſharp- a travel this —_— hath 
been in for many years together to bring forth 
that bleſſed fruit of a pure and petſect Refor- 
mation and now at laſt after all our pangs and 
dolors, and expectatiom, this real and through 
Reformation, is in danger of being ſtrang 
in the Birth by a lawleſs Tolcration, that ſtrives 
to be brought forth before it. 

Wherefore (Reverend and Beloved Bre- 
thren) we could not ſatisſie our ſelves till we 
had made ſome diſcovery of our thoughts unto 
you about this matter; not that we can harbour 
the leaſt jcalouſic of your zeal, fidelity, or in- 
duſtry in the ing and extirpating of ſuch a 
root of gall and birterneſs as Toleration is and 
will be, in preſent and future Ages ; but 
that we may what lics in us endeavour _ 

y 


conſci may 
ſinſul ſilence, or fluggiſh deficiency in any 
point of — to the Glory of Chriſt, 


Swbſcri'ed Ly ws your aff ue 

Fram S'on Colledęe, Frethren and Fellow La- 
Landon, Drcemb, 18. brarrrs in the worh of the 
1645. Mimſtrry,to whom truth and 


pracy us very rect. 


FINIS. 


